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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the Senate bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
MOTION TO INSTRUCT CON-
FEREES ON H.R. 4205, FLOYD D. 
SPENCE NATIONAL DEFENSE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2001 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 7c of rule XXII, I hereby 
announce my intention to offer a mo-
tion to instruct conferees on H.R. 4205 
tomorrow. The form of the motion is as 
follows: 

I move that the managers on the part 
of the House at the conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 
4205 be instructed to agree to the provi-
sions contained in title 15 of the Senate 
amendment. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISAKSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair announces that he will 
postpone further proceedings today on 
the remaining motions to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken tomorrow. 

RECOGNITION FOR SLAVE LABOR-
ERS WHO WORKED ON CON-
STRUCTION OF UNITED STATES 
CAPITOL 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 368) es-
tablishing a special task force to rec-
ommend an appropriate recognition for 
the slave laborers who worked on the 
construction of the United States Cap-
itol. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 368 

Whereas the United States Capitol stands 
as a symbol of democracy, equality, and free-
dom to the entire world; 

Whereas the year 2000 marks the 200th an-
niversary of the opening of this historic 
structure for the first session of Congress to 
be held in the new Capital City; 

Whereas slavery was not prohibited 
throughout the United States until the rati-
fication of the 13th amendment to the Con-
stitution in 1865; 

Whereas previous to that date, African 
American slave labor was both legal and 
common in the District of Columbia and the 
adjoining States of Maryland and Virginia; 

Whereas public records attest to the fact 
that African American slave labor was used 
in the construction of the United States Cap-
itol; 

Whereas public records further attest to 
the fact that the five-dollar-per-month pay-
ment for that African American slave labor 
was made directly to slave owners and not to 
the laborer; and 

Whereas African Americans made signifi-
cant contributions and fought bravely for 
freedom during the American Revolutionary 
War: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That— 

(1) the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the President pro tempore of the 
Senate shall establish a special task force to 
study the history and contributions of these 
slave laborers in the construction of the 
United States Capitol; and 

(2) such special task force shall recommend 
to the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the President pro tempore of the 
Senate an appropriate recognition for these 
slave laborers which could be displayed in a 
prominent location in the United States Cap-
itol. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. THOMAS) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. THOMAS). 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I want to 
compliment and congratulate the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. WATTS), 
my friend and my conference chair-
man; and the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. LEWIS), my friend and colleague 
on the Committee on Ways and Means; 
one, for the way in which this legisla-
tion has been put together; and, two, 
the time in which we have moved. 

It has now become better known that 
several months ago a local television 
reporter unearthed some United States 

Treasury Department pay slips that, 
strange as it may seem, allows us to 
have a better understanding of what 
went on in the early stages of the 
building of our Capitol. One would 
think that we would have as complete 
a documentation as any people could 
have. 

And yet what we found out was that 
those pay slips showed that there were 
slave owners who were paid for work in 
the building of the United States Cap-
itol. Pretty obviously, the labor was 
not done by the slave owners. In fact, 
it was slaves that did the work, more 
than 400, which gives us an even more 
appropriate reason for recognizing the 
importance of this particular building, 
and a continued understanding of the 
true and honest history of the United 
States. 

The resolution would create a task 
force to study the history and con-
tributions of those slave laborers. 
There has been some concern that the 
legislation is not real specific about 
the way in which this task force would 
be appointed, other than, according to 
the resolution, to have the Speaker of 
the House and the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate make the appoint-
ments. I would hope everyone under-
stands that this is not to be a political 
task force. It is not to be some kind of 
political endeavor to make sure one is 
politically correct. 

The reason we wanted to have the 
task force was to reach out to those 
very appropriate professionals who 
would have knowledge and under-
standing to assist us in creating what-
ever the appropriate recognition might 
be, and we do not want to prejudge 
what will be presented to us, so that in 
a prominent location in the Capitol we 
can, one, give proper credit; two, recog-
nize the fact that it occurred but, more 
importantly, understand better this 
particular building and the very human 
involvement in now yet another dimen-
sion not fully appreciated in the cre-
ation of our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

It is an appropriate and, at the same 
time, regrettable fact that I rise today 
in support of this resolution. It is ap-
propriate because I am proud to join 
my colleagues in an attempt to recog-
nize a terrible wrong, to shed light on 
a dark chapter in our Nation’s history. 
Sad, because it is a shame that this 
resolution is even necessary. However, 
it is necessary; and I commend the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and 
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
WATTS), my colleagues, for their hard 
work in bringing this resolution to the 
floor. 

This resolution, as the chairman has 
pointed out, will establish a task force 
to recommend an appropriate recogni-
tion of the slave laborers who built the 
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